1.
The law has no application to persons engaged in the practice of dentistry prior to March 31, 1884.
2.
As to all other persons it is unlawful for them to practice without a certificate or diploma.
3. As the law now stands, it is uncertain as to cases occuring prior to the adoption of the Code whether they can get certificates by mere registration, or by examination before the board. 4 . That one who is practicing without a certificate must be shown to have wilfully violated the law.
As the existing dental law is not expressed in precise, accurate terms, it has been proposed to have it amended. Bills were drafted and presented to Upon ordinary principles, in order to harmonize opposing interests in the organization of the new board, equal representation of each and every dental college or department should be recognized, as in Pennsylvania where the dental board is composed of three from the dental colleges and three from the profession at large. The duty of the board will be the protection of the public; the duty of each teacher in the board will be to guard the interests of his school.
3.
Only reputable graduates in dentistry should be appointed by the Governor.
4. Examinations should be submitted in writing, and the questions and answers filed to be inspected by candidates and others interested. The true reason for a dental law is that experience has shown the wisdom and policy of securing the community against the impositions of ignorance and quackery, and "of course our dental laws will remove this evil when the present crop of this class will be so kind as to die off." Such laws have been held to be constitutional, and the Supreme Court of the United States has affirmed the right of a State to regulate the practice of professions.
>
The latest dental law which has gone into effect is that of 1894 . Whether it will invite the criticism of the bill of 1892 of which it was said "the dental bill reaches its insidious fingers back eight years into the past and gives a dental board formed by a fearful and wonderful method the power to close up the office of any dentist who has gone into the profession within the last eight years," will not be known until a committee is "appointed to draw up resolves, declarations of the constitutional rights and privileges of the freemen of the province." R. G.
